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Located off of Route 8 and Steels Corners Road in Stow,
Ohio, the Stow Municipal Court was established in 2009.  
The Court was originally located in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio
and was the first municipal court to move to a new host
city in Ohio's history.  The Court elects two municipal
Judges and one Clerk of Court, each for  six year terms. 

MESSAGE TO
PUBLIC OFFICIALS
"It is our honor to present the 2024 Annual Report of Stow
Municipal Court.  This report meets the requirements of
ORC. 1901.14 and will update you on the many highlights
and accomplishments of our Court and Clerk’s Office in
2024. The report also includes useful data on the Stow
Municipal Court's annual caseload, expenditures, receipts,
and disbursements. "

Amber Zibritosky
Clerk of Courts

 Lisa Coates
Administrative Judge
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following 16 communities in northern Summit County:

City of Cuyahoga Falls, City of Hudson, City of
Macedonia, City of Munroe Falls, City of Reminderville,

City of Stow, City of Tallmadge, City of Twinsburg, Village
of Boston Heights, Village of Northfield, Village of
Peninsula, Village of Silver Lake, Boston Township,

Northfield Center Township, Sagamore Hills Township,
Twinsburg Township.

The jurisdiction of the Court includes traffic, criminal, and
civil cases. The Court hears misdemeanor criminal and
traffic cases, with felony cases initially arraigned in the
court and then bound over to the Common Pleas Court.
Civil cases involving contested dollar amounts not
exceeding $15,000 are heard in the Court, as are eviction
cases and small claims cases up to $6,000.

Summit County, Ohio



MEET JUDGE LISA COATES

Upon graduation and admission to the Ohio Bar,
Judge Coates was employed with the Federal
Government. She began at the Department of
Veteran Affairs and then transferred to the
Social Security Administration. After a short time
at a civil law firm, she started as an Assistant
Summit County Prosecutor in the Criminal
Division. She then became the judicial attorney
for a judge at the Summit County Court of
Common Pleas.

Judge Lisa Coates was appointed to the Municipal Court in March 2003
and elected to a six-year term in November 2003. She was re-elected
in 2009, 2015, and 2021 and is currently serving her fourth term.

Judge Coates is a member of the Ohio State Bar Association, Akron Bar
Association, Cuyahoga Falls Rotary and Cuyahoga Falls and Stow
Munroe Falls Chamber of Commerce. She is also part of the judicial
mentorship program established by the Ohio Supreme Court and has
served on the Summit County Criminal Justice Advisory Board.

She received her Bachelor of Science in Business Administration from
Bowling Green State University. Following graduation, Judge Coates
pursued a law degree at Case Western Reserve School of Law.

Since being on the bench, Judge Coates played
an integral part of establishing the court’s
underage alcohol diversion program. She also
established the court’s first specialized court, a
mental health court known as STRIDE
(Successful Treatment Results In Developing
Excellence). STRIDE received its initial
certification from the Ohio Supreme Court in
December 2013.



COURT TEAM
John Clark, Chief Magistrate
Franklin Beni, Magistrate
Harry McKeen, Magistrate

Angie Anderson, Community Control Officer
Staci Board, Bailiff - Case Management
Bradford Chapman, Chief Bailiff
Traci Cook, Bailiff for Judge Coates
Taylor Cool, Community Control Officer
Paul Craig, Service Bailiff
Fred Jones, Head of Security
Tracy Koach, Probation Officer
Ronya Lewis, Chief Community Control Officer
Tod Mumpire, Director of IT
Renee Starvaggi, Office Administrator
Anthony Turner, Bailiff - Case Management



MEET CLERK 
AMBER ZIBRITOSKY

Since taking office, Clerk Zibritosky has worked to
modernize the Court. Her office offers a completely
paperless filing system for all civil filers and online
public access for criminal and traffic records. The
Court now also uses text message notification for
court appearances and accepts e-ticket filings for
nearly all traffic cases. Amber believes everyone
should have access to justice.  In 2021, Amber
published self-help materials in plain English on the
Court’s website for self-represented filers.

Amber Zibritosky was first appointed Clerk of Courts in March 2019, and
later elected to a partial term in November 2019.  She was re-elected to a
full six year term in November of 2021. Clerk Zibritosky serves as the keeper
of all official records and the fiscal manager for all fines and fees collected
and disbursed by the Court.  

Clerk Zibritosky is a current member of the Ohio Association of Municipal /
County Clerks of Courts (OAMCCC) and the Chair of the Akron Bar
Association’s Access to Justice Committee. She also serves on the Facilities
Governing Board of Summit County and on the Oriana House Advisory
Board.   Amber is certified in Lean Government Management and is
currently working towards her Certified Court Manager (CCM)
accreditation from the Ohio Supreme Court.

Clerk Zibritosky is also an attorney, licensed to
practice law in the State of Ohio since 2010. She
received her Juris Doctorate from the Ohio State
University in the same year and her bachelor’s in
Political Science from Miami University. Prior to
becoming Clerk, Amber served as Stow’s elected
Law Director, and Chief Prosecutor for 5 of the 16
jurisdictions that comprise the Stow Municipal Court
district and oversaw the prosecution of thousands of
cases per year.



CLERK TEAM
Angela Hoff, Chief Deputy Clerk
Kristen Helfeldt, Criminal Traffic Supervisor
Michele Rohler, Civil Supervisor

Jessica Collins, Criminal Traffic Deputy Clerk
Katrina Djekic, Criminal Traffic Deputy Clerk
Russell Hunt, Civil Deputy Clerk
Brian Juliao, Senior Bookkeeper
Jennifer Kinnick, Bookkeeper Collections
Jean Mathews, Criminal Traffic Deputy Clerk
Kylie Melcher, Criminal Traffic Deputy Clerk
David Pickett, Criminal Traffic Deputy Clerk
Anthony Rinella, Records Deputy Clerk
Rachel Rousch, Criminal Traffic Deputy Clerk
Rodeny Schofield, Criminal Traffic Deputy Clerk
Susan Stofka, Civil Deputy Clerk
John Toth, Criminal Traffic Deputy Clerk
Bethany Vance, Civil Deputy Clerk



STRIDE
COURT

Judge Lisa Coates serves as the presiding
Judge for the Court’s specialized mental
health court docket called STRIDE (Successful
Treatment Results In Developing Excellence).
Established in 2010 and re-certified by the Ohio
Supreme Court four times since, STRIDE is an
18-month intensive program where the
program participant attends court on a
regular basis. 

The goal of STRIDE is to reduce recidivism and
periods of incarceration among individuals
with severe and persistent mental illness by
providing judicial supervision over mental
health interventions that are integrated with
community treatment options. 

Since 2010 the STRIDE Court has accepted
nearly 100 participants into the program. The
specialized docket receives a subsidy to cover
STRIDE staff salaries as well as to provide
necessary treatment services for qualifying  
participants.
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Strides in Technology:  The Clerk of Courts took
significant steps to modernize the Courthouse in
2024.   The Court continued to implement e-ticketing
with new jurisdictions and also moved to electronic
storage of all closed criminal and traffic cases going
forward.

Traffic Camera Citations:  The Court enacted Local
Rule 40 in 2024 to accept traffic camera cases from
Peninsula Village and Boston Township.  To meet the
volume of this new caseload, the Clerk of Courts
Office developed internal software to import the
tickets electronically without hiring additional staff.  
From July 1st to December 31st, the Court accepted
6,928 traffic camera filings and the Clerk collected
over $170,000 in court costs that were directly applied
to offset the Court’s operating costs. 

Collection Rate Growth:  The Clerk’s Office overall
collection rate improved by 5% in 2024 with its
highest post-Covid rate of 82%.  The Office’s
partnership with the Ohio Attorney General for
delinquent debt collection continues to be  
successful with over $795,000 collected in 2024 and
nearly $5.5 million collected since 2016.  With a
lifetime debt resolution rate of 48%, the OAG’s
success rate significantly exceeds the industry
standard of 20-30% for long-term delinquent debt. 



COMMUNITY
CONTROL SERVICES
Community Control:  Defendants placed on Community Control are assessed with the
ORAS tool. The Supervising Officer determines each probationer’s risk of re-offending and
then creates a case plan that addresses each probationer’s unique needs and
opportunities.  In 2024, Community Control received 133 carry over supervision cases from
2023, accepted 232 new supervision cases, and completed 233 cases.  

Diversion: The Stow Municipal Court offers two Diversion Programs for first time offenders
with Theft and Underage Alcohol charges.  The purpose of both  programs is to educate and
rehabilitate new offenders. Both programs require a $300 entrance fee, completion of
educational courses assigned by the Court, attendance at any court ordered substance
abuse meetings, sixteen (16) hours of community service, submission to random drug
screenings, completion of a three (3) page essay, and mandatory attendance at all
diversion meetings.  Participants may qualify for dismissal and sealing of their case upon
successful completion of all program requirements.   In 2024, Community Control received
61 carry over diversion cases from 2023, accepted 163 new diversion cases, and completed
178 cases. 

Sealings/Expungements Investigation: Officers perform investigations into a applicant’s
criminal history and other relevant factors to determine eligibility and make a
recommendation to the Judge to grant or deny the applicant’s request to seal or expunge
their criminal case record. In 2024, Community Control received 12 carry over sealing
investigations from 2023, accepted 133 new sealing / expungement applications, and
processed 133 investigations to completion.  

Electronic Monitoring (EM): Community Control monitors all Defendants placed on Secured
Continuous Alcohol Monitoring Systems (SCRAM) and/or House Arrest by the Court as a
condition of bond or sentencing.  In 2024, Community Control continued 69 EM cases from
2023, accepted 346 new EM cases, and processed 370 EM cases to completion. 

Monitoring: Community Control monitors offenders completion of any programming
ordered by the Court as a condition of the offender’s sentence (i.e.  Driver Intervention
Program (DIP), Multiple Offender Program (MOP), Anger Management, treatment/counseling
programs). In 2024, Community Control continued to monitor the program participation of
69 offenders from 2023, monitored 85 new offenders, and closed 75 monitoring cases. 

Presentence Investigation (PSI): Community Control Officers conduct detailed background
and social history investigations of defendants found guilty of charged offenses to help the
Judge determine an appropriate sentence. PSIs include review of the defendant’s criminal
history, family and social background, education and employment, financial situation,
mental and physical health, substances use history, and the impact of the offense on the
victim and the community.  In 2024,  Community Control carried over 6 PSIs, initiated 38 new
PSIs, and completed 44.



CASELOAD
ANALYSIS BY YEAR
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2022 2023 2024
0

5000

10000

15000

20000

25000

C
AS

ES
 F

ILE
D

8857

3827

3163

9275

3967

3644

9060

3177

11479

15847
16886

23716

Caseload trends over the past three years  have  shown a modest
increase in traffic  cases, but still several thousand less then pre-
2020 traffic caseloads.  Criminal cases went down significantly in
2024, likely as a result of marijuana legalization.  The Court’s civil
caseload has continued to grow substantially in 2024 with 4551
regular civil case filings and 6928 civil traffic camera case filings.



CASELOAD BY
JURISDICTION
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OPERATING FUND
STATEMENT 2024



SPECIAL FUNDS
STATEMENT 2024



RECEIPTS
STATEMENT 2024
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CRIMINAL TRAFFIC
COLLECTION ANALYSIS 



CIVIL DIVISION DISBURSEMENTS
JANUARY  - JUNE



CIVIL DIVISION DISBURSEMENTS
JULY - DECEMBER



CRIMINAL DIVISION
 DISBURSEMENTS
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HOW TO 
REACH US

Clerk@StowMuniCourt.com

www.StowMC.com

(330) 564-4110


